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China Planning Board Meeting 

China Town Office 

571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine 
APPROVED Minutes of June 26, 2018
Board Members Present: Chairman Tom Miragliuolo, Ron Breton, Toni Wall, Kevin Michaud
Board Members Not Present:  Milton Dudley, James Wilkens
Codes Enforcement Officer Paul Mitnik Present

Attendees:  N/A
Meeting opened by Chairman Miragliuolo at 6:30pm
Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag
Meeting Minutes

Review the minutes from the May 22, 2018 

Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Breton
Motion seconded by Board Member Wall
Chairman Miragliuolo pointed out that Board Member Wilkens did not get appointed to voting capacity during the May 22, 2018 meeting because there was a full Board in attendance.  
There was no further discussion and the minutes were unanimously approved as amended.
New Business
Comprehensive Plan

A continuing discussion of the comprehensive plan update.
CEO Mitnik attended the Comprehensive Plan Committee (CPC) two-hour long meeting.  The new Town Manager, Dennis was unable to attend as he was attending the TIF Committee meeting.  Two members of the CPC are also members of the TIF Committee but chose to attend the CPC meeting.  The CPC members consist of Kevin Rhoades, Carroll White, Joann Austin, Irene Belanger, Jean Conway, George Webber and new member is Carlaine Bovio.  Jean Conway was elected Chair of the Committee.  The Committee settled on the route of taking the first chapter of the Comprehensive Plan and “tackling” it at the next meeting to be held on July 17, 2018.  Chairman Miragliuolo said it was unclear at this time how often the Committee will meet.  

Board Member Michaud asked CEO Mitnik if this was generally a slow time of year.  CEO Mitnik said it was usually busy for building permits but has been slow for the Planning Board.    He stated there would be an applicant for the next meeting.  There was discussion about the Ordinance and if there was a requirement about the Board holding a meeting within a certain amount of time from when an application is received.  CEO Mitnik said there was no requirement in the Ordinance.  Board Member Breton stated that the Planning Board Ordinance says the Board is to meet once per month.  Board Member Breton made a motion that there be no meeting on July 10, 2018.  Board Member Michaud seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.  
Chairman Miragliuolo reminded the Board about Dan L’Heureux’s reception to be held on June 30, 2018 at 5:00pm.    
 China Land Development Code Definitions
The continuing review of Definitions – Chapter 11 of the China Land Development Code
U to W – This completes the review.

Unit – No Change

Unreasonable Adverse Impact – CEO Mitnik said this must be part of the fifteen (15) criterion. Board Member Wall suggested expanding the definition due to the inclusive wording of “on scenic resource”.  She suggested looking at another town’s definition for comparison. Board Member Breton suggested to use the definition in the 15 criterion as it is more inclusive.  

Upland Edge of a Wetland – CEO Mitnik stated this was meant to define the boundary of a non-forested wetland and comes from the Shoreland Zoning guidelines.

Variance – CEO Mitnik stated that a variance was much more than this definition.  It was also pointed out that it is not granted by the “community”.  It was stated that community could represent “town, city, etc”.  Board Member Breton suggested “Governing Board” rather than community.  It was also pointed out that the definition needed to include more than floodplain management regulation.  CEO Mitnik suggested from the “China Land Development Code”

Vegetation – No change

Vegetated Buffer Strip –Board Member Wall suggested that the definition really only needs the first sentence.  It was pointed out that there can be different types of vegetated buffers.  
Vehicular Accessway – No change

Viewpoint – No change

Violation – “to comply with China’s Land Development Code”

Volume – No change

Water Body – No change

Water Crossing – “fords” should be “fjords”

Well Distributed Stand – CEO Mitnik said you would usually want an uneven aged mixed species stand of trees, under story, over story, etc.  He said he was unsure what soil capacity had to do with it.  When using a point system to establish a well distributed stand of trees, there must be a certain number of saplings.  Board Member Wall asked CEO Mitnik if he had a better definition.  It was determined that further research is needed.  Chairman Miragliuolo said he was confused with the use of “shoreline” here also.  

Wetland – No change

Wild Crops – No change

Windfirm – No change

Wireless Telecommunications Facility – Board Member Breton suggested using verbiage from Windham’s definition.  The Board agreed to use Windham’s definition.
Woody Vegetation – No change
There was discussion about how to compile all of the changes to the definitions.  Board Member Breton asked when the Board wanted to submit this to the Select Board.  CEO Mitnink said the definitions are very important in decision making as the CEO.  There were discussions about “Home Occupation” and how that definition needed further review.  
CEO Report
CEO Mitnik stated that the Town Assessor pointed out that a subdivision off the McLellan Road (off Pleasant View Ridge Road) permit had expired.  It has been more than five (5) years and no lots have sold.  The Board is supposed to put something in the Registry of Deeds indicating that the permit expired, per the Subdivision Ordinance. CEO Mitnik asked the Board if he should draft something for their review.  Chairman Miragliuolo said he would check the Maine Municipal Association’s (MMA) Planning Board Manual and perhaps even some sample letters.  
Future Schedule and Adjourn:
Planning Board Meeting: July 24, 2018
Motion to adjourn made by Board Member Wall
Motion seconded by Board Member Breton
There was no further discussion and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. 


Meeting Adjourned at 7:30pm
Respectfully Submitted, 

Tracy Cunningham

Planning Board Secretary
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