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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office 571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine 

APPROVED Minutes of September 08, 2015
Board Members Present: Michelle Bourque, Milton Dudley, Frank Soares, Ronald Breton
Board Members Not Present:  Chairman Toni Wall, James Wilkens
Codes Enforcement Officer Paul Mitnik Present

Attendees:  Mary Grow
Regular Business 

Business Meeting Opened by Board Member Dudley in the absence of Chairman Wall at 6:30pm
Board Member Dudley appointed Board Member Ronald Breton to voting capacity.
Minutes

Review meeting minutes of August 25, 2015.  
Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Breton.

Motion seconded by Board Member Bourque.
Board Member Breton said the minutes were well defined and thanked the Secretary for her work. 
There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.

CEO Report
· Draft Permits for Keep Right Inc and ReVision Energy

· Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Mitnik indicated that when he worked for the Town of Manchester he would discuss with the Planning Board what he was working on and asked if this Board would like to do something similar.  The Board members thought that was a great idea. 
· CEO Mitnik asked the Board for comments on the draft permits for Keep Right Inc. and ReVision Energy.  Board Member Breton said they represented what had been agreed to.  Board Member Bourque stated she still had a problem with the beginning time for Keep Right Inc. Board Member Dudley pointed out that the application had already been voted on and was completed.   Board Member Dudley stated that special conditions in a permit could only be voted on by the Board. Board Member Dudley asked CEO Mitnik to confirm that the stated conditions had been approved by the Board. Board Member Bourque pointed out that she had made comments about the beginning time during the application review.  CEO Mitnik confirmed that Board Member Dudley had made a motion to approve the application with the first two (2) conditions.  There was further discussion and Chairman Wall added the third (3rd) condition and Board Member Breton added the fourth (4th) condition.  Board Member Dudley reiterated that he wanted verification that all of the conditions had been voted on and approved by the Board. 
· Board Member Breton asked CEO Mitnik if he was asking for the permits to be signed tonight. CEO Mitnik confirmed he would not mind if the permits got signed or if the Board wanted to wait for Chairman Wall’s return before signing.  Board Member Dudley said he was sure that Chairman Wall would not mind if the permits got signed in her absence and that they could be signed upon review of the minutes to confirm that all four (4) conditions had been voted on for the Keep Right Inc. permit.  Board Member Dudley signed off on both permits. 

· Enforcement

· Unauthorized Occupancies

· CEO Mitnik stated he was dealing with a couple of cases of people staying in places with no certificate of occupancy. Both of the places have no septic systems.  One was a shed on the Wing Road which was permitted only as a shed.  The other was a cabin with no legal septic system.  CEO Mitnik stated he visited both sites and advised the occupants about compliance with the laws. Board Member Breton reiterated that this was informational only for the Planning Board.

CEO Mitnik spoke about the subdivision plat for Wachusett Properties and that he thought the permit had expired.    However, he found that a modification to the plan had been reviewed and signed in June 2015 therefore the permit had not expired.  CEO Mitnik advised the Board that an employee of Elwood Ellis’ who prepares the subdivision plans has been ill and in the hospital.  
· Unlicensed Automobile Graveyard

· CEO Mitnik stated he had received a complaint about a residence at the end of the Tobey Road which had twelve (12) unregistered vehicles, some of which were on the abutter’s property.  CEO Mitnik issued a notice of violation allowing the property owner thirty (30) days to remove the vehicles.  Board Member Soares asked for the name of the property owner.   CEO Mitnik confirmed that Darlene Lane owned the property but that her son was living at the location.  
· CEO Mitnik informed the Board that he had also had a separate issue last week with a small gasoline spill and that he had informed the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (MDEP).  Board Member Dudley asked what their response was and CEO Mitnik stated he had not heard back from them. 
New Business
· Shoreland Zoning Ordinance Revisions

· Board Member Dudley asked CEO Mitnik if there was a brief overview that could be provided in the absence of Chairman Wall and Board Member Wilkens, both of whom were very interested in these ordinances.  Board Member Dudley reiterated he did not want to duplicate efforts unless CEO Mitnik was willing to provide just a brief overview.  Board Member Dudley stated he would like to defer the discussions until all of the Board Members could be present.  Board Member Breton pointed out that it was getting close to election time where there could be a significant change in the structure of the Board.  Board Member Breton said it may be better to hold off on these discussions until a new Board was in place as this Board only has three (3) more meetings before the election.  Board Member Bourque asked CEO Mitnik if there was a time constraint in reviewing the proposed revisions.  CEO Mitnik responded that any changes done at this point would not be done in time to be on the November ballot.  Board Member Bourque made a motion to defer discussions until a new Board is in place.  Board Member Soares seconded the motion.  Board Member Dudley stated it may be premature to table the discussions until a new Board is elected and asked that a vote is held when the entire current Board could be present. CEO Mitnik asked when the new Board would be in place.  Board Member Breton stated the new Board would be in place by the second (2nd) Tuesday of November.  There was no further discussion.  

0 members voted in favor of the motion, 4 were opposed.  
· Board Member Soares stated that when the Board does have discussions, he would like specifics about what is covered under the shoreland zoning.  Board Member Breton said there are areas where water keeps backing up due to beavers so the shore line keeps changing. CEO Mitnik asked if the Board would like an overview of what the ordinance covers.  Board Member Soares said he wants a definition of what is considered “shoreland”.  CEO Mitnik pointed out that if there was a problem with beavers that the property owner should call Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IF&W). CEO Mitnik said shoreland is determined by what is on the zoning map.  Board Member Bourque asked who creates the zoning map. CEO Mitnik confirmed that the Town creates the map and it gets voted on but that the State designates the wetlands, etc. 

· Discussion of new DEP Requirements for the 2015 Guidelines

· Foundation Replacement

· Expansion of Non-Conforming Structures

· Piers, Docks, Wharfs, etc.

· Individual Private Campsites

· Timber Harvesting – 
· Board Member Breton stated that timber harvesting had been discussed with the State.  The options were to have the State maintain; have the Town and State work together to maintain; or have the Town retain control.  Board Member Breton said if the Town was to maintain control that the Board could use CEO Mitnik’s guidance.  
· Hazzard Trees, Storm Damaged Trees and Dead Tree Removal

· Exemptions to Clearing and Vegetative Removal Requirements

· Revegetation Requirements

· Definitions

Old Business
None
Additional Business
None
Future Schedule and Adjourn:
Planning Board Meeting: September 22, 2015

Motion to adjourn made by Board Member Soares.  Motion seconded by Board Member Bourque.
Board Member Breton made a friendly amendment to only hold a meeting on September 22, 2015 if there were applicants.

There was no further discussion and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. 




Meeting Adjourned at 6:51pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Cunningham
Planning Board Secretary
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