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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office 
571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine 

APPROVED Minutes of October 10, 2017
Board Members Present: Chairman James Wilkens, Toni Wall, Milton Dudley, Ralph Howe
Board Members Not Present:  Tom Miragliuolo, Tom Michaud
Codes Enforcement Officer Paul Mitnik Present

Attendees:  Mary Grow
Meeting opened by Chairman Wilkens at 6:30pm
Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag
Chairman Wilkens appointed Board Member Howe to voting capacity.

Meeting Minutes
Review the minutes from the September 26, 2017 

Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley
Motion seconded by Board Member Wall
Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Mitnik had some corrections regarding the spelling “leech” bed should be corrected to “leach”.  

Board Member Wall pointed out Page 3, Item 2 should be findings of “fact”

There was no further discussion and the minutes were unanimously approved with said amendments.
New Business
N/A

China Land Development Code Definitions A to B (Chapter 11)
· Chairman Wilkens passed out definitions from the towns of Fairfield, Windham, Readfield and Winthrop.
· It was stated that Fairfield had a small amount of definitions and Windham had quite a few.  Winthrop is another lake community to compare to China.  

· Abutters – All Board members stated they were okay with the definition as is.  CEO Mitnik pointed out that there is no requirement in the Ordinance to notify abutters of a conditional use application and that it was only required for subdivisions.  Chairman Wilkens stated that would not be included in the definitions anyhow.  CEO Mitnik clarified that it does state “for purpose of notification”.  

· Accessory Use of Structure – Board Member Dudley said this one seemed straight forward.  Board Member Wall agreed.    

· Adjacent Grade – CEO Mitnik said the definition made sense.  
· Aggrieved Party – There was no discussion and it was agreed to leave as is.

· Agriculture –CEO Mitnik commented that vegetable stands were not required to come to the Planning Board for approval.  It was pointed out that one of the town’s definitions that Chairman Wilkens handed out did make reference to vegetable stands.  CEO Mitnik stated it would be impossible to keep track of.  Chairman Wilkens stated he could not see a need for a permit for something like that.  Board Member Wall asked about signs at the end of a road pointing out a vegetable stand.  CEO Mitnik stated it would be considered an off premise sign.  

· Animal Husbandry – There was no discussion.
· Antenna – Board Member Wall asked if a cell tower was considered an antenna.  Board Member Dudley said it was and agreed that “cell tower” would not need to be added to the definitions.  

· Antenna Height –CEO Mitnik suggested that Tower Height should be separate from this definition.  
· Aquaculture – There was no discussion.
· Area of Shallow Flooding – Board Member Wall questioned AO and AH.  It was explained there are difference classifications of flood zones.   
· Area of Special Flood Hazard – There was no discussion.
· Basal Area – It was asked if this was measured by diameter.  CEO Mitnik said it is a cross sectional area.  There was no further discussion.
· Base Flood – There was no discussion.
· Basement – There was no discussion.
· Boarding Kennel – There was no discussion.
· Boat Launch Facility – There was no discussion.
· Breeding Kennel – Board Member Wall asked if this was specific to dogs.  Board Member Howe stated that it could be any animals not covered under Agriculture.  The law referenced for this definition was specific to dogs.  
· Building Height – CEO Mitnik stated this is currently limited to a thirty-five (35) foot height.  He stated many times there is no finished grade when issuing the permit.  Chairman Wilkens stated that when someone installs a foundations, there is usually a good idea of the grade.  CEO Mitnik pointed out that the grade could change.  Chairman Wilkens asked if the definition covered what the Town needs.  CEO Mitnik confirmed it does.    
· Building or Structure – CEO Mitnik pointed out that Structure is also defined separately in the Ordinance.  Board Member Howe stated that the definition for structure was much more detailed.  Board Member Dudley said that structure says the same thing with a little more detail.  Board Member Howe then recused himself from the discussion.  CEO Mitnik stated this definition appears to define a building therefore the word “structure” should simply be removed from this particular definition.  Board Member Dudley stated that it does not include “stationary” so an automobile could be considered under this.  The Board chose to table the discussion on this definition.  Board Member Dudley made a motion to table the discussion until current issues that the Town is dealing with are resolved.  Board Member Wall seconded the motion.  The motion was unanimously approved with Board Member Howe abstaining.  

· Bureau of Forestry – Board Member Wall asked if this definition was needed.  Board Member Dudley suggested to add this to the list of definitions to delete if there end up being other items to be deleted.  

· Business Directory Sign – Chairman Wilkens asked CEO Mitnik if there was a size requirement.  CEO Mitnik said he was unsure if there were special size standards for this type of sign.  Board Member Wall used Joann Austin’s sign as an example.  Board Member Dudley pointed out that the definition says “free standing”.  It was pointed out that this definition was created when the China mini mall on Route 32 came into existence.    

· Board Member Wall asked if there was anything in the definitions under A & B that were not defined here and may need to be added.  She stated that Air B&B’s came up in previous discussions and that there is a fine line between rentals, Air B&B’s, etc.  Board Member Howe said any short term rentals could be considered a business but that it was decided this is an enforcement issue, not a Planning Board issue.  Mary Grow pointed out that Bed and Breakfast are defined, not Air B&B.  Board Member Wall asked about Automobile Graveyard, Boat Houses (examples from other towns).  CEO Mitnik stated there are definitions in State law that the Town would use.  He said junkyards are hard to enforce.  Board Member Wall asked if there should be a definition for automobile graveyard.  CEO Mitnik reiterated there is a definition already in State law.  Board Member Dudley said if there is no ordinance for Air B&B why create a definition.  Everyone agreed there was no need for a definition at this time.  
Public Comment
N/A

CEO Report
Draft Conditional Use Permit for Randy Pottle
Board Member Dudley asked about one of the special conditions and it was pointed out that it was in reference to the firewall as required by MUBEC.   

Future Schedule and Adjourn:
Planning Board Meeting: October 24, 2017
Motion to adjourn made by Board Member Dudley
Motion seconded by Board Member Howe
There was no further discussion and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:34pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Cunningham
Planning Board Secretary
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