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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office 571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine 

APPROVED Minutes of November 10, 2015
Board Members Present: James Wilkens, Milton Dudley, Chairman Toni Wall, Frank Soares
Board Members Not Present:  N/A
Codes Enforcement Officer Paul Mitnik Present

Attendees:  N/A
Regular Business 

Business Meeting Opened by Chairman Wall at 6:30pm
Chairman Wall offered her congratulations to Board Members Dudley and Wilkens upon their re-election to the Board. 
Board Member Dudley made a motion to nominate Board Member Frank Soares for Chairman of the Board.  Current Chairman Wall seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
Board Member Wilkens made a motion to nominate Board Member Dudley for Vice Chairman of the Board.  Board Member Wall seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.

Minutes

Review meeting minutes of September 22, 2015.  
Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley.

Motion seconded by Chairman Soares.
There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.

· Board Member Wilkens asked to move the table where Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Paul Mitnik sits during the meetings closer to the front of the room in order to hear CEO Mitnik more clearly.  
· It was pointed out that former Board Member Ronald Breton was elected to the Select Board and would no longer be a member of the Planning Board.  In addition, former Board Member Michelle Bourque gave notice of her resignation to the Planning Board.  CEO Mitnik stated that there was a five (5) way tie on the ballot for the vacant Planning Board positions but that all of those write-in candidates rejected the positions.  Town Manager Daniel L’Heureux will recommend some candidates to the Select Board for their approval.  
· Board Member Dudley asked if the Select Board was set up by districts like the Planning Board.  Chairman Soares responded, “No”.  Board Member Dudley stated that it “handicaps” the Board to have members appointed by districts.  Chairman Soares stated something would have to go before the Town Meeting for a vote to change the Planning Board Ordinance regarding members being from certain districts. 

· CEO Mitnik asked if membership to the Planning Board was always determined by a town vote. It was stated that the Planning Board Ordinance was passed in 1977 and that the positions had always been elected. Chairman Soares said the biggest problem was getting names on the petition to be signed to get on the ballot.    CEO Mitnik stated it can be difficult to get good members to stay on the Board.  Board Member Wilkens stated that had not been a problem in China but reiterated that it can be difficult to get volunteers. 
CEO Report
· Review Draft Permits
· CEO Mitnik stated he was hoping to get the draft permits signed tonight so they could be filed away.  Board Member Wall stated that she liked the notation on Thadius Barber’s permit regarding “Special Conditions” and that the permit specifically pointed out “None”.  Board Member Wall asked if that notation could be added to all of the permits going forward.  Chairman Soares stated he would come to the Town Office Thursday, November 12, 2015 to sign the permits.  
· Shoreland Zoning Update 2015 – Set Schedule for Adopting Mandatory DEP 2015 Guidelines

· CEO Mitnik asked the Board if they still wanted to have a complete Board in place before discussing the adoption of the mandatory Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 2015 Guidelines.  Chairman Soares stated he would discuss this issue with Town Manager L’Heureux and report back to the Board.     

· CEO Mitnik pointed out that the DEP did approve a conditional change in 2012 and that there are 2015 guidelines needing to be adopted.  Chairman Soares asked what would happen if the Town did not adopt the 2015 guidelines.  CEO Mitnik pointed out that the Shoreland Zoning Coordinator from the DEP would be making a presentation at the Vassalboro Town Office on Thursday November 19, 2015.  Board Member Wilkens and Chairman Soares both stated they would attend that presentation.  Board Member Dudley stated he was unavailable that night and Board Member Wall said she was unsure of her availability.  CEO Mitnik stated that the presentation would highlight all of the changes from 2012 to 2015 and that he too, would be in attendance.  
· Board Member Dudley asked about the vacancies on the Board and discussing this issue.  He stated that the current members of the Board would like to participate in a discussion and not to hold up the process.  Board Member Dudley reiterated that the Board should not delay the review waiting for new members to be appointed.  Board Member Wall agreed stating that the Board does not know how long the process will be to get new members appointed to the Board.  

· CEO Mitnik asked if there were no applications for the upcoming agenda, did the Board still want to meet to discuss the Shoreland Zoning Guidelines.  Chairman Soares responded, “Yes”. 
· CEO Mitnik stated there may be an application on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting on November 24, 2015.  CEO Mitnik pointed out that the permit for the Central Maine Power (CMP) substation on Route 3 that was approved by the Board a year ago had expired.  CMP never acted on the permit and is now looking to obtain a new permit.    
· Chairman Soares asked how many applications CEO Mitnik had received for home improvement permits.  CEO Mitnik said there had been some.  He asked the Board if they would like to see the permits and the Board all responded, “No”.  Chairman Soares stated he would be interested only to see the numbers.  CEO Mitnik said there had only been four (4) new homes in 2015 but lots of permits for garages, decks, additions, etc. 
Future Schedule and Adjourn:
Planning Board Meeting: November 24, 2015

Secretary Tracy Cunningham stated she would not be available to attend the November 24th meeting.

Motion to adjourn made by Board Member Dudley.  Motion seconded by Board Member Wilkens.
Board Member Wilkens thanked Board Member Wall for her service as Chairman of the Board.

There was no further discussion and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. 




Meeting Adjourned at 6:50pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Cunningham
Planning Board Secretary
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