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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office 
571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine 

APPROVED Minutes of November 14, 2017
Board Members Present: James Wilkens, Toni Wall, Paul MacDonald, Kevin Michaud, Tom Miragliuolo
Board Members Not Present:  Tom Michaud
Codes Enforcement Officer Paul Mitnik Present

Attendees:  Madeline St Amour, Emily Higginbotham, Rick Bergeron, Ronald Breton, Colby Cunningham, Daniel Coleman, Elisha Fowle, Jon Chapin, Derek Farrington, Bruce Calmes
Meeting opened by former Chairman Wilkens at 6:30pm
Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag
Election of Planning Board Officers

Board Member Wall made a motion to name Board Member Miragliuolo as the next Chairman.  Board Member Kevin Michaud seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
Chairman Miragliuolo made a motion to name Board Member Wall as Vice Chair.  Board Member MacDonald seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.

Chairman Miragliuolo appointed James Wilkens as a voting member. 

Meeting Minutes
Review the minutes from the October 24, 2017 

Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Wall
Motion seconded by Board Member Wilkens
Chairman Miragliuolo asked that Lin O’Connor be added to the list of attendees.  

There was no discussion and the minutes were unanimously approved with Kevin Michaud abstaining. 
New Business
· Dan Coleman, Lead Pastor of Kennebec Community Church addressed the Board.   He stated he has been the pastor in Augusta for six (6) years.  The Church currently has 1,200 members, running many services, drawing people from China and even Belfast.  The Church has a lot of community involvement.  The membership has been growing and they would like to make services more accessible for people, therefore they are looking to start a second location, a satellite campus in China.  They are currently under contract for the former Fairpoint building located at 627 Route 3 with a tentative closing date of December 11, 2017.   Mr. Coleman stated that there were other members of the Church in attendance including Rick Bergeron who has been coordinating the renovations to the building by working with the architect, State Fire Marshall, Code Enforcement Officer, etc.  
· Chairman Miragliuolo stated that the building is modern and was previously a call center and asked if there would be multiple services.  Mr. Coleman stated they would begin with two (2) services.  
· Board Member MacDonald asked about the capacity of the building.  Mr. Bergeron explained that they would be building a fire wall which would essential split the building in two sections where each section must be under three hundred (300) occupants.  The worship room has been designed for two hundred twenty-three (223) seats.  The worship room will be located on the left and to the right would be the core of the building including a new entry lobby on the rear side of the building.  They plan to install a double door.  There will be a café, seating, a kids’ area and classroom, bathrooms and a storage area.  It was questioned how many restrooms were currently in place.  Mr. Bergeron explained there are currently four (4) fixtures in both rooms for bathrooms currently.  Board Member Wilkens asked about the kitchen. Mr. Bergeron stated it would be a café to serve coffee, donuts and water.  
· Board Member MacDonald asked about the addition of another door.  Mr. Bergeron stated that Dick Nason, a former fire Marshall has been working with them.  There will be two (2) egresses with the previous main entrance now being a secondary entrance.  It was pointed out that over the bathroom area is an upstairs for storage, etc.  That space will not be used as public space.  
· Board Member Wilkens asked them to provide parking information when they come to the Board with their official application.  Board Member Wall asked about the parking capacity.  It was stated the parking capacity is ninety (90).  
· Board Member Wilkens asked about outside lighting.  Mr. Bergeron said there would be no additional outside lighting, only the existing pole and pack lighting on the outside of the building.  
· CEO Mitnik stated that as part of the application process, the applicants must be able to demonstrate title to the property.  Chairman Miragliuolo said it should not be a problem for the application process since they have a pending closing date.  
China Land Development Code Definitions (Chapter 11)
Chairman Miragliuolo handed out copies of China’s definitions:
· Elevated Building – CEO Mitnik said this would probably never apply in China. 

· Elevation Certificate – Board Member Wall asked if the information was up to date.  CEO Mitnik said he was unsure about the forms but that the Flood mapping is more recent than 2009.  It was determined that more research was needed to determine if there was a more current version.  

· Emergency Operations – Chairman Miragliuolo asked why this was in the definitions; perhaps from the Flood Ordinance?  

· Emergency Services or Public Safety – There was no discussion
· Essential Services – There was no discussion

· Excavation – Board Member Wilkens suggested added “dragging”

· Expansion of a Structure – Board Member Wilkens asked if this met the new Ordinance.  CEO Mitnik said it does. Chairman Miragliuolo questioned if one were to demolish one hundred (100) square feet on one side of a house and add a new 100 square feet on other side of house, would that be considered an expansion.  CEO Mitnik said if they were not increasing the volume, it would not be considered an expansion.  

· Expansion of Use – Board Member Wilkens asked about the “one or more month”.  CEO Mitnik said he was unsure where it came from.  Chairman Miragliuolo said it would be hard to enforce.  Board Member Wilkens suggested bringing the other town definitions to the next meeting to compare and then re-visit these.  CEO Mitnik said normally if a business was going from seasonal to year-round they would have to come back to the Planning Board for approval.  It was stated if the business operated 3 months and expanded to 4 months, it would still be seasonal and they would not have to come before the Board for approval.  The Board decided to re-visit this definition at a later date.  
· Board Member Michaud asked about this process and why the Board was reviewing the definitions.  Chairman Miragliuolo explained that issues were discovered and were not reviewed thoroughly when the Ordinance was amended.  He reiterated that he did not want to consume too much time doing this.  He suggested capturing the changes done so far in a draft with recommended changes and then continue on.  Board Member Michaud asked where the current definitions came from.  Chairman Miragliuolo said they came from all over.  It was pointed out that a lot of ordinance drafting had come from volunteers and hired consultants.  CEO Mitnik stated that some definitions came from the Shoreland guidelines from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and some from Federal Emergency Management Association (FEMA).  

· FAA – There was no discussion

· Façade – “potions” needs to be corrected to “portions”.  
· Family – There was discussion about “housekeeping”.  Board Member Wilkens asked why “Family” must be included in the definitions at all.  The Board decided to re-visit this definition at a later date.

· FCC – There was no discussion

· Filling – There was no discussion

· Final Plan – Board Member Wall asked about subdivision being the only one required to have a final plan.  It was pointed out that the “recorded” part is what makes a subdivision be the only one required to have a final plan.  It was decided to replace “may” with “must”.  

· Flood or Flooding – There was no discussion

· Flood Elevation Study – There was no discussion
· Flood Insurance Rate Map – There was no discussion

· Flood Insurance Study – There was no discussion

· Floodplain or Flood Prone Area – There was no discussion

· FloodPlain Management – There was no discussion

· FloodPlain Management Regulations – There was no discussion

· Flood Proofing – There was no discussion

· Floodway – There was no discussion

· Floodway Encroachment Lines – There was no discussion

· Floor area – CEO Mitnik said this was a DEP term from the Shoreland Zoning Guidelines.  

· Forest Management Activities – It was asked what timber cruising was.  CEO Mitnik stated it is when a forester goes out to determine an area, create a sample plot, etc.  Chairman Miragliuolo asked about the last line, specifically the term “exclusive”.  He asked why it did not include timber harvesting or road maintenance.  Board Member Wall stated it sounded like just management, not actual harvesting.  CEO Mitnik said the definition was included because they one does not require a permit for this whereas a permit is required for timber harvesting.  

· Forested Wetland – There was no discussion

· Forest Stand – There was no discussion

· Foundation – Board Member MacDonald asked why posts were excluded.  Chairman Miragliuolo stated because posts support a building on top of a foundation.  Chairman Miragliuolo then asked about posts directly in the ground from the frame of a camp.  CEO Mitnik said that would be a post support.  CEO Mitnik said it is important to be defined this way for people who just want to replace posts would not be required to move the structure back.  
· Freshwater Wetland – The Board agreed to review other town’s definitions and re-visit at a later date.  
· Freeboard – There was no discussion

· Frontage Shore – CEO Mitnik said this is a DEP term regarding irregular shorelines.  You do not follow the irregularity but rather look at two points that hit the water and then measure straight across.  

· Functionally Water-Dependent Use – CEO Mitnik said this was also a DEP term.  This came into use regarding the fishing docks on the Causeway.  They would not have to meet setback requirements.  
· Great Pond – CEO Mitnik stated this was a DEP term and defined in State law.
· Great Pond Classified GPA – Board Member Wall asked what GPA stood for.  CEO Mitnik said it is part of a classification system.  

· Ground Cover – There was a brief discussion regarding small plants but no it was determined not to make any changes to the definition.

The Board decided to create a draft of what has been done so far regarding the definitions.  CEO Mitnik wanted to discuss the definition of Home Occupation and it was agreed to be discussed during the next regularly scheduled Board meeting.   

Public Comment
China resident Ron Breton asked Board Member Wilkens about the Alternate at Large position.  It was pointed out that Tom Michaud is the current At Large Board member and James Wilkens is the Alternate At Large Board member.  

There was a brief discussion regarding the use of email for correspondence purposes between Board members. Chairman Miragliuolo wanted to clarify that no final decisions are made via email. Mr. Breton pointed out that email is considered public information.    
CEO Report
CEO Mitnik stated there would be applications coming up including Kennebec Community Church, Dollar General and possibly Parris and Catherine Varney.  
Board Member Wall wanted to be sure to that the Town website get updated with current Board members and to remove personal phone numbers.  It was also pointed out that previous Board members need to be removed from email lists.  
Future Schedule and Adjourn:
Planning Board Meeting: November 28, 2017
Motion to adjourn made by Board Member MacDonald
Motion seconded by Board Member Wall
There was no further discussion and the motion to adjourn was unanimously approved. 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:46pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Cunningham
Planning Board Secretary
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