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Organizational Business Meeting 
China Dine-ah Restaurant – 281 Lakeview Drive China, Maine
APPROVED Minutes of January 29, 2013
Board Members Present:  Chairman Ronald Breton, James Wilkens, Kyle Pierce, Toni Wall and Frank Soares
Board Members Not Present:  Milton Dudley
Codes Enforcement Officer Scott Pierz Present
Attendees: Todd Detre, Gina Hoang, Susan Cover
Regular Business 

Business Meeting Opened 7:20pm by Chairman Breton.

Chairman Breton appointed Alternate-At-Large member Frank Soares to voting capacity in the absence of Member Milton Dudley.  
Minutes


Review draft meeting minutes of January 15, 2013
Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Wall
Motion seconded by Board Member Soares
Vote 4-0
New Business:

· Discussion
· Chairman Breton stated that the Maine Department of Transportation (DOT) had notified the towns along Route 3 and Route 32 South that re-surfacing of those travel ways would begin in July 2013. For the next three years, DOT will not allow any openings to the road for driveways in the construction zone unless applicants obtain an MDOT entrance permit.  
· Chairman Breton was approached by Town Manager Daniel L’Heureux who indicated that the Town is considering purchasing orthographic aerial imaging of properties.  The new process would allow the Board to look at images and set a point within six inches of accuracy. This ability is not currently available for China.  The Program would be made available to the Planning Board, Tax Assessor, the Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) and anyone else who would need to research property.  The training and program cost is $8,100.  Town Manager L’Heureux asked if the Planning Board would contribute $3,000 toward this program.  The Maintenance Department contributed $3,000 and the Administration contributed $2,000. Chairman Breton stated that the Board currently had $7,000 of unused funds and anticipated expenditures of $900 this fiscal year.  The expenditures thus far included payroll for the Planning Board Secretary, $56.00 for the Maine Townsman and $80.00 for MMA manuals.  Board Member Wilkens made a motion to designate $3,000 toward orthographic aerial imaging.  Board Member Wall seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.  

· Planning Board Ordinance

· Chairman Breton asked the Board if they thought there were any changes needed to the Planning Board Ordinance.  The last revision was completed in 2008 at which time the reimbursement fee for meeting attendance was revised from $10.00 to $25.00.  In addition, Section 2.1 was revised to identify specific Town districts for which members must represent.  CEO Pierz made a suggestion to add an additional, alternate member as a seventh member to the Board.  Chairman Breton asked the Board to review the ordinance and if there were any additional suggestions or changes that the item could be added to a future Planning Board agenda.
· Low Impact Development (LID) Forum

· CEO Pierz stated that the funding had ended for LaMarr Clannon’s position at Maine NEMO.  CEO Pierz said he attended the most recent Select Board meeting and asked if a table could be set up at the Town Meeting scheduled for March 23, 2013 in order to provide information pertaining to the LID.  CEO Pierz indicated he has continued to work with Susan Breau-Kelley of the Maine Rural Water Association who has enlisted potential speakers including Jim Hart of the Kennebec Water District, Ethel Wilkerson of the Manomet Center for Conservation Sciences in Manomet, MA., and local engineer Boyd Snowden about providing information at the LID Forum. CEO Pierz reiterated that it is important to get information out to the public and inform them that the LID is not replacing the phosphorous control ordinance but would be used in conjunction with it.  
· Statewide Timber Harvesting Standards

· After comments from Chairman Breton regarding last month’s presentation by Morten Moesswilde of the Maine Forest Service about Statewide Timber Harvesting Standards, Board Member Wilkens made a motion that the Town of China maintains their current timber harvesting standards.  Board Member Pierce seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
· Maine DEP memorandum regarding Resource Protection areas

· Chairman Breton said the State of Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) had rolled back their requirements regarding expanded resource protection zoning for 10 acre or more open freshwater wetlands rated by the Maine Inland Fisheries and Wildlife as moderate-to-high water fowl habitats.  Chairman Breton suggested that the Town keep their current zoning standards and not go “backward”.
· CEO Pierz stated that the Maine DEP document was a follow up from 2008 regarding changes to resource protection areas that recommended “deeper” protection zones around waterfowl habitats.  In 2010, multiple changes to the Land Use District map were enacted incorporating such changes.  The DEP is not requiring the Town to accept the new standards, but instead giving the Town’s additional options.  CEO Pierz reiterated that if the Town wanted to proceed with relaxing the standards, it would require re-writing of the ordinance, public hearings and a town vote to enact the changes.  
· Board Member Wilkens made a motion to maintain the ordinance as is and not adopt the recently proposed State standards.  Board Member Wall seconded the motion.  There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
· Goals and objectives for 2013: Comprehensive Plan, Ordinance revisions, etc.

· Chairman Breton stated that CEO Pierz had re-written the 15 criteria for the conditional use permit applications.  CEO Pierz provided copies of the newly worded criteria to the Board members.  The intent in updating the wording was to remove negative connotations in the criteria; however, the applications would still be open to subjective review.  CEO Pierz clarified that he would still want applicants to provide descriptions of their intended projects.  In order for the Board to implement the new wording, it would require a public hearing, addition to the Town Warrant, and approval by the voters.  

· Board Member Wilkens asked how the new wording would assist applicants in the application process.  CEO Pierz said there was not much difference, as he would continue to assist the applicants in being well prepared to address the Board.  The intent of the new wording was simply so applicants would not feel intimidated or over-regulated.  CEO Pierz suggested the Board conduct a workshop to review the new wording.  Chairman Breton asked the Board to review the information and add this item to the next agenda.  Board Member Wilkens expressed that he never liked the current conditional use criteria as it put people on the defensive. The Board wants people to be able to show the positive attributes to their proposals.  Board Member Soares stated that he liked how the new wording provided more information and detail.  
· Chairman Breton stated that he had always communicated everything the Board had ever done openly with the Select Board.  Chairman Breton expressed his intent to continue to foster a positive relationship with the Board of Selectmen, especially in attempts to work with the comprehensive plan. He stated that communications need to remain open between the two Boards.  Positive things have been happening in the Town, and things that people have been looking for have come to fruition such as a pharmacy, a restaurant, etc.  Board Member Soares indicated that there needs to be a more detailed conditional use ordinance regarding protection for neighbors.  In the past, neighbors have asked for protection from the impact of certain developments, and applicants have responded by saying there is no call for it in the ordinance.  
· Discussion ensued regarding the Planning Board’s position on revisiting the 2009 shoreland septic system compliance program that was repealed by vote at the June 2012 Town Meeting.  It was indicated that the Town needs more education regarding this program.  Chairman Breton agreed that this issues needs to be addressed in the future.  Board Member Soares reiterated that the Board will need to have “hard data” to provide to the public.  By consensus, the Board members agreed that they would not pursue further action at this time to re-work the program for presentation to the voters.
· A brief discussion also took place on 2012’s development of performance standards for Home Occupations, and related definition changes, neither of which were approved by vote at the June 2012 Town Meeting.  The consensus of the Board was that no further action would be taken on this subject in the near future. 

· Consistency with established policies and ordinance requirements

· Chairman Breton stated that the Board needs to maintain consistency regarding established policies and to abide by the ordinance requirements.  He referenced a meeting approximately two months ago regarding subdivision review.  The Board voted to not have a public hearing regarding a change to a subdivision plan which directly contradicted ordinance regulations.  Chairman Breton stressed that the Board cannot conduct business like that going forward and the Board must maintain consistency.  CEO Pierz suggested a possible change to the ordinance to define possibly waiving the hearing requirement for minor subdivision changes.  Chairman Breton asked the Board to consider the possibility of changing the ordinance, or whether the Board wants to maintain the ordinance as is.
· Chairman Breton also talked about the review of a conditional use permit application which the Board chose not to read and review the materials aloud during the Planning Board meeting.  He reiterated that the ordinance requires review of these applications and, to stay consistent, the Board must read the materials aloud no matter how long it may take.  At the request of Chairman Breton, CEO Pierz stated that he had contacted Maine Municipal Association (MMA) concerning the review of Conditional Use Permits Applications by the Planning Board MMA’s attorney stated that reading the materials aloud enters information into the public record and applications must be reviewed in the public arena in order to maintain transparency.
· Trainings and Workshops
· Chairman Breton stated there will be a training forum for Local Planning Boards at the Black Bear Inn in Orono, Maine from 4:00pm to 8:30pm on Wednesday March 13, 2013.  The training is being sponsored by the Maine Municipal Association.  Anyone interested in attending should return the enrollment form as soon as possible.
· Chairman Breton asked the Board if there were any suggestions or any additional business to share.  Board Member Pierce stated that this Board works very well together and she has only heard encouraging words from business owners.  CEO Pierz reiterated that in eighteen years, the Planning Board had denied only one permit.  
Adjourn:

Scheduling of the next Planning Board meeting February 12, 2013

Motion to accept scheduling of the next meeting and adjournment made by Board Member Soares.
Motion seconded by Board Member Pierce.
Unanimously Approved.
Meeting Adjourned 8:24pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Tracy Cunningham

Planning Board Secretary
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