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China Planning Board Meeting 
China Town Office – 571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine
APPROVED Minutes of February 11, 2014
Board Members Present:  Chairman Ronald Breton, Milton Dudley, Toni Wall, Kyle Pierce, James Wilkens
Board Members Not Present:  Frank Soares
Codes Enforcement Officer Scott Pierz Present

Attendees:  Mary Grow, Jason Weymouth, Mark Christopher
Regular Business 

Business Meeting Opened by Chairman Breton at 7:00pm
Minutes

Review draft meeting minutes of January 28, 2014.

Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Dudley.
Motion seconded by Board Member Wall.
There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
New Business

Scheduled public hearing regarding proposed revisions to the conditional use review criteria, China Land Development Code, Chapter 2, Land Use Ordinance, Section 6, Administration, Subsection B(VII) Conditional Use Permits.  
· Chairman Breton opened the public hearing at 7:00pm.  Chairman Breton stated that the Planning Board would accept comments from the public but would not accept questions at this time.  There were no comments heard.  Chairman Breton asked Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Pierz to comment on the proposed draft, starting with Criterion #12, the CEO stated that it was drafted to indicate there would be assistance from the Town.  CEO Pierz pointed out that the Town does not keep any information on wells, including well depths, installations, etc.  Therefore, it was unclear what assistance the Town could provide the applicant in order to help them comply with this standard.    
· CEO Pierz then commented on Criterion #2 regarding fire and rescue.  CEO Pierz said that the process had evolved recently in the last six (6) to eight (8) months with the CEO sending notice to the fire and rescue chiefs to ask for input.  Based on the wording of the criterion, the Town would have to get the chiefs to sign off on a particular form.  Per CEO Pierz’s suggestion, the Town could email the chiefs and have them sign, scan and email the form back to the Town but this would require sign-off as a possible condition of approval.  
· Regarding Criterion #1 the Board is asking for the applicant to simply describe their understanding that there must be compliance with state and federal laws.  CEO Pierz said the criterion, as written, seems to only require the applicant to answer, “Yes, I am aware my application must comply with other laws…” without perhaps actually knowing what those other laws might be.  On compliance with State Law he said, despite the Planning Board’s approval, no building permit can be issued by the Town for a project along a State highway until an MDOT Entrance Permit is required.

· Board Member Wilkens expressed his concern with Criterion #1 and the wording “personal understanding”. Board Member Wilkens stated that most people would not have a lot of understanding of state and federal laws.  Board Member Dudley clarified that Criterion #1 asks the applicant simply to describe their understanding that they must comply with state and federal laws.  Board Member Dudley stated that he was still okay with the revised wording.  Board Member Dudley reiterated that part of the discussion was that what the Board was looking to do was evoke a discussion with the applicant and help them to understand what they must comply with.  Board Member Pierce pointed out that the CEO would also be available to help the applicants and guide them through the application process.  

· Chairman Breton asked CEO Pierz to forward the revised document to the Town’s attorney for review.  

· Chairman Breton closed the public hearing at 7:08pm.
Old Business
Continued review, including a determination of findings-of-fact, regarding Conditional Use Permit Application (#01-01282014) presented by TRC Solutions, Inc. on behalf of the Central Maine Power Company concerning construction of a new power substation on property located off the Route 3 corridor in China, Maine.  The parcel is identified as a portion of Tax Map 17, Lot 47-F and contains both Rural and Stream Protection Districts in the East Basin Watershed of China Lake.  

· Jason Weymouth, Project Manager with Central Maine Power (CMP) and Mark Christopher with TRC Engineers addressed the Board.
· Chairman Breton asked Mr. Weymouth for a brief description of the project.  Board Member Dudley suggested that in the absence of any new parties or any changes since the last presentation to forgo the additional presentation.  There were no objections.

· Review of the Findings of Fact commenced:

· Criterion #1 – Board Member Wall made a motion that Criterion #1 had been met.  Board Member Pierce seconded the motion.  Chairman Breton asked if the Maine Department of Transportation (MDOT) entrance permit had been provided.  Mr. Christopher said the permit is not usually obtained until construction is due to begin.  Chairman Breton suggested that the Town receive a copy of the MDOT permit once obtained by CMP.  There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
· CEO Pierz pointed out that TRC Engineers had provided additional information including the Spill Prevention and Countermeasure Control (SPCC) plan, the maintenance plan for the level spreader and an email provided by Gerry Mirabeli of CMP regarding any effect on adjacent property values. Chairman Breton stated that the Board had received copies of those documents as well.

· Criterion #2 – CEO Pierz said that he had received a comment from South China Fire Chief Richard Morse that the Knox box is a great idea.  The Fire Department requested access to that box.  CEO Pierz stated he would provide CMP and TRC Engineers with Chief Morse’s contact information. Board Member Wall made a motion that Criterion #2 had been met.  Board Member Wilkens seconded the motion. Chairman Breton asked for confirmation that the Knox box would be provided.  Mr. Weymouth and Mr. Christopher both responded, “Yes.”  There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.

· Criteria #3 - #6 were unanimously approved with no discussion.  
· Criterion #7 – Board Member Wilkens made a motion that Criterion #7 had been met.  Board Member Pierce seconded the motion.  Chairman Breton reiterated that the letter provided by CMP clarified how CMP had come to the conclusion that adjacent property values would not be impacted.  All of the present Board members indicated they had seen the email and had no problems with it.  There was no further discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.

· Criteria #8 - #15 were unanimously approved with no discussion.  
· Board Member Wilkens made a final motion that all of the criteria had been met. Board Member Wall seconded the motion. There was no discussion and the motion was unanimously approved.
· CEO Pierz pointed out there is a thirty (30) day window of appeal.
Additional Business

Consideration of topics for the Planning Board’s annual Visioning Meeting February 25, 2014.

· Chairman Breton indicated that he would like the Board members to come up with ideas of what the Board should be discussing for the upcoming year.  Chairman Breton also stated that the Board would not need to provide a brief summation this year of “who we are”, a bio-profile by individual Board members.  
Computer technology considerations.
· Chairman Breton asked that those who do not want to use their computers to please turn them in.  Board Member Pierce said she would like to keep hers but needs a code to update the anti-virus protection.  Chairman Breton asked if CEO Pierz could contact Town Clerk Becky Hapgood or Town Manager Daniel L’Heureux and provide them with updated email and contact information for all of the Board members.

· Board Member Dudley asked for confirmation that the personal email addresses would be for internal use only and not posted on the website.  CEO Pierz confirmed that he would let Town Clerk Hapgood know that.
· CEO Pierz revealed that there was not much business pending currently except the possibility of a dog kennel business off the McCaslin Road.  
Adjourn:
Scheduling of the next Planning Board meeting February 25, 2014.  
Motion to accept scheduling of the next meetings and adjournment made by Board Member Dudley.
Motion seconded by Board Member Wilkens.

Unanimously approved with no further discussion.


Meeting Adjourned at 7:38pm
Respectfully Submitted, 
Tracy Cunningham
Planning Board Secretary
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