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China Planning Board Business Meeting 
China Town Office – 571 Lakeview Drive China, Maine
APPROVED Minutes of February 12, 2013
Board Members Present:  Chairman Ronald Breton, Milton Dudley, Kyle Pierce and Frank Soares
Board Members Not Present:  James Wilkens and Toni Wall
Codes Enforcement Officer Scott Pierz Present
Attendees: Mary Grow
Regular Business 

Business Meeting Opened by Chairman Breton at 7:00pm
Chairman Breton appointed Alternate-At-Large member Frank Soares to voting capacity
Minutes


Review draft meeting minutes of January 29, 2013
Motion to accept as written made by Board Member Soares
Motion seconded by Board Member Pierce
Vote 3-0-1 with Board Member Dudley’s abstention
Work Session:

· Conditional Use Review Criteria – Develop Review Checklist

· Chairman Breton stated there had been a lot of negative comments regarding the wording of the Conditional Use Application criteria. Codes Enforcement Officer (CEO) Scott Pierz updated some of the wording to make them more “user-friendly”.  Once the Board has had a chance to review the proposed wording, the revised criteria would then be submitted to the Select Board.  The Implementation Committee may also be looking at the new wording in the future.  
· Board Member Soares brought an issue to the Planning Board’s attention last year and indicated there should be a checklist for each Conditional Use Criteria item.  The Board decided to review the correct verbiage of the criterion first and then create the checklist afterward.  CEO Pierz said the new wording and checklist would create a more business friendly approach.  Board Member Dudley suggested the checklist and new wording would make the application more understandable.  
· It was stated that during the first review of an application, the Board could use the checklist to determine if all of the application materials had been received and addressed.  
· Chairman Breton asked the Board for any other suggestions regarding how to approach this process.  There were no other suggestions and review of the re-write commenced.
· A. (From Revised Conditional Use Criteria Draft document dated 01/29/13)
Board Member Dudley asked about the start of the second sentence, “identify”.  He asked, “Who will identify?”  “What is the intent?”  CEO Pierz responded that the wording was directed to the applicant for them to “identify.”  Board Member Dudley suggested creating a header at the beginning of the entire document and to change the “preamble” to indicate it is the applicant’s responsibility to identify, etc. so it does not reside under one criterion.  It was discussed that the preamble should read, “The Planning Board shall approve the conditional use application provided that the applicant demonstrates compliance with the following:”
· Chairman Breton interjected a comment regarding a conversation he had with Spencer Aitel, Chairman of the China Appeals Board.  Mr. Aitel contacted Chairman Breton with concerns regarding the re-write of the Conditional Use Criteria application criteria.  Mr. Aitel reiterated that any changes should be reviewed by Maine Municipal Association (MMA) and by the Town’s attorney.  Mr. Aitel was concerned that the Board may be changing the wording in order to attract more business to Town.  Mr. Aitel said he would not want to see the Board “relax” any of the current requirements. 

· CEO Pierz stated he had also been contacted by Mr. Aitel.  CEO Pierz indicated that MMA would not review or become involved with any changes to the Conditional Use Criteria.  Becky Seel, a senior staff attorney at MMA, suggested the Board could review Site Plans from other towns for guidance.  CEO Pierz reiterated that if the Board made any changes to the Conditional Use Criteria, there would be public hearings regarding said changes.  Board Member Dudley asserted that the proposed changes would not weaken the standards but simply make them more efficient.  Board Member Pierce agreed and suggested that the document would be more understandable to all applicants.
· Board Member Pierce suggested the Board contact other communities to see what they are using.  She volunteered to contact some towns and bring any information she gains back to the Board.  
· Chairman Breton suggested that the Board table review of the new verbiage for now until the Board could contact MMA and other towns.  CEO Pierz confirmed he would obtain the Model Site Plan Review Ordinance from the State Planning Office and provide it to the Board.  
· Board Member Dudley declared that the Town currently has a good set of criteria.  He asked if it was originally based on information from MMA.  CEO Pierz responded that he did not know the answer to that question.  He indicated the Land Use Ordinance may have originally come from Shoreland Zoning Guidelines from the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP).  
· Board Member Dudley stated this was a good starting point for the Board and that the Board would need to determine if they wanted to keep the current verbiage or use an MMA model.  Board Member Pierce stated that the Board does not need to copy other towns or MMA but simply use the current application criteria and change the verbiage to make it more understandable.  
· Chairman Breton stated he would conduct some online research to see what he could find.  Board Member Soares suggested the City of Bath has information on their website and Board Member Pierce said the Town of Richmond does also.  
· Chairman Breton asked CEO Pierz how this could impact the Implementation Committee.  CEO Pierz responded that the Implementation Committee was seeking “specificity.”  He said that there could be some overlap in both Boards’ objectives but that it would depend on how detailed the Planning Board wanted to get.  There would need to be a set formula for the Implementation Committee to utilize.  
· CEO Pierz acknowledged that the Implementation Committee was currently working on the Site Plan and Multi Family Residential Review Ordinance.  Currently there are no guidelines and a business could become established at any location in town at this point.  
Chairman Breton told the Board he had signed the Central Maine Power (CMP) permit regarding expansion of the power lines in the CMP corridor.  CMP now has one year to begin the project.  CMP anticipates beginning this spring and finishing in 2015.   
· Low Impact Development (LID) Forum
· CEO Pierz stated that the Implementation Committee had embraced the basic language regarding the Site Plan and Multi Family Residential Review Ordinance and Low Impact Development (LID).  Due to lack of funding, LaMarr Clannon has dropped out and the DEP and Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has taken over the Maine Non-point Education for Municipal Officials (NEMO).  CEO Pierz has been speaking with Susan Breau-Kelley from the Maine Rural Water Association.  Ms. Breau-Kelley is attempting to reserve money to facilitate a forum for LID and is hoping to get LaMarr Clannon to volunteer.  CEO Pierz indicated that the forum would not happen before the Town Meeting scheduled for March 23, 2013.  CEO Pierz reiterated the need to get more involvement and create public outreach.  Chairman Breton said that an advertisement could be posted in the Town Line newspaper.  
· Maine Municipal Association March 13, 2013 Planning Board Training

· Chairman Breton, Board Members Pierce and Soares all signified they would attend the March 13, 2013 MMA sponsored Planning Board Training in Orono, Maine.  Board Member Dudley said he would check his schedule and let Chairman Breton know if he would be able to attend.  CEO Pierz expressed his intent to attend as well.  CEO Pierz will contact Board Members Wilkens and Wall to inquire about their attendance.  CEO Pierz will also look into registering the group for the training.  Chairman Breton reminded the Board that individuals who drive will receive travel reimbursement.  
Additional Business:
· CEO Pierz asked the Board if everyone had updated their Anti-virus information for their computers.  All present Board members replied they had received the update. 
Adjourn:

Scheduling of the next Planning Board meeting February 26, 2013

Motion to accept scheduling of the next meeting and adjournment made by Board Member Dudley.
Motion seconded by Board Member Soares.
Unanimously Approved.
Meeting Adjourned 7:47pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Tracy Cunningham

Planning Board Secretary
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