Thurston Park Committee
Minutes of March 14, 2017


Meeting convened at 7:08 PM

In Attendance:  
Committee members:  Judy Stone, Sheri Wilkens, Steve Nelson, Sonia Nelson, Irene Belanger, Trevy Bumps, and Jen Smith
Others present:  Tim Basham from the Forestry Committee

The minutes of the February 14, 2017 meeting were reviewed.  After a motion from Judy Stone and seconded by Sheri Wilkens, they were unanimously approved.

Jen Smith reported on her meeting with Dan L’Heureux regarding a separate banking account and funds.  Currently, we do not have any money in our account.  The park money is a separate “account” within the town’s account.  From a bookkeeping standpoint, the funds are tracked specifically for the account.  Income and expenditures are credited and debited to the Park account.  However, the funds are all part of the town’s bank account.  We will be able to have a financial report printed out each month to review at our meetings.  Because we do not currently have any funds of our own, I discussed what we could do about ordering more T-shirts for fundraising.  Dan agreed that the town could front the money now, but it will need to be reimbursed to the town before June 30, 2017, the end of the fiscal year.  The sales of the shirts should pay for this.  

Plans for the Town’s Annual Meeting were discussed.  Irene will check and make sure we will have a table available.  Judy will give a brief presentation regarding the park and the plans for the TIF monies.  She will also discuss the plans for wood harvest this summer.  Sheri, Christian, and Jen will staff the table with maps, volunteer sign up, and the new tri-fold display that Christian is working on.  We will also sell T-shirts including the new kids’ sizes!  Trevy will be stationed by the door handing out maps as residents arrive.  

The Calendar Photo Contest was discussed.  Sheri brought the calendar that her daughter’s group made along with the rules and timeline of tasks.   A great deal of discussion occurred regarding this and it was decided that we would not be able to put this all together for a 2018 calendar.  We decided to gather photos from the committee members and/or friends/family to use for the 2018 calendar and offer that for sale.  We will announce the contest for the 2019 calendar at China Days.  All photos for the contest should be taken in the park between July 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018.  There will be no charge to enter, but we will charge for the calendars.  Photos can be submitted in any of four categories:  Activities, People, Scenery, and Wildlife.  The top three photos in each category will be in the calendar.  The winner in each category gets a T-shirt.  The grand prize winner will have his/her photo on the cover of the calendar and we will try to get a gift card from a business (China Dine-ah??) as a prize.  

We discussed the Erskine Day of Caring.  Apparently, they do not have any students to send us this year.  The teacher in charge said she would try to arrange to have the TLC Club come after school sometime late spring to help us out.  

Finally, we discussed the possibility of holding a walk at the park in conjunction with the Maine Woodland Owners.  Jeanne Siviski had contacted me regarding this.  We discussed combining this with Harold Burnett’s plan to do a public education piece prior to logging in the park.  It was decided this would be a plus for all parties involved and to move forward with this.  

The next meeting will be held, Tuesday, March 14th, at 7:00 PM at the town hall.
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM


[bookmark: _GoBack]Respectfully submitted,
Jeanette “Jen” Smith
