                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Thurston Park Committee
Minutes of April 11, 2017


Meeting convened at 7:03 PM

In Attendance:  
Committee members:  Judy Stone, Steve Nelson, Sonia Nelson, Irene Belanger, Trevy Bumps, Phillip DeMaynadier, and Jen Smith
Others present:  Lindsey Harwath, potential new member 

The minutes of the March 14, 2017 meeting were reviewed.  After a motion from Judy Stone and seconded by Sonia Nelson, they were unanimously approved.

Steve Nelson mentioned that he has not put the cable up on the road as Bob Durand, one of the abutters, did not want it put up.  He is sugaring and needs to get in and out of there frequently.  He states he will be doing more sugaring next year and is also building a year-round home at the top of the hill.  Steve will call him again and ask if it can be put up after he is through with sugaring.  

A discussion was held regarding the TIF money which was approved and fixing the roads into the park.  There are several issues with respect to the work that needs to be done.  The money will not be available for us to use until after July 1st.  Therefore, we cannot start any work until after that date.  The abutters on the south end, the Haskells, have significant concerns.  Recently, they hired Matt Evans, an attorney from Palermo, to represent them.  He sent a letter to Dan L’Heureux regarding concerns the Haskells have with the possible increased use of the south entrance of the park.  Yorktown Road was discontinued in 1956 as a town way to become a town right-of-way.  The town would retain a public easement.  The law states that any discontinuation prior to 1965 would not retain a public easement unless it specifically provided for one.  When Yorktown Road was discontinued, it was specified that a public easement would be retained and therefore it is a right-of-way.  The Haskells feel that the town should maintain their driveway, which is really the Yorktown Road.  However, the town is not obligated to maintain or repair a public easement.  There are several concerns regarding possible statutory abandonment, etc.  Dan will discuss with the select board and possibly the town attorney.  

Everyone still felt strongly that we should plan to have both ends of the park access fixed.  Judy will contact Amber McAllister to find out how we should proceed from here.  Steve Nelson will contact Robin Toby and Tim Basham to let them know that we hope to go ahead with the work this summer.  

We discussed the flooding problems at the north access of the park.  Phillip will discuss this with IF&W regarding eliminating the beavers so this can be adequately addressed.  Jen questioned whether a “beaver deceiver” could be used and he will also consider that.  

We need to start making plans for a spring work party.  Bill Seekins did not complete all the work on the bog bridging last fall and therefore we should contact him regarding his availability so we have workers available when he is.  Jen will contact Bill for dates. 

We had a brief discussion of the calendar contest.  This first year will not be a contest, but we will put together a calendar that will announce the contest.  We hope to have this ready for China Days where we could show the sample and announce the contest.  We could also sell them then and later as well at voting day, or other events in town.  

The next meeting will be held, Tuesday, May 9, 2017 at 7:00 PM at the town hall.
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:21 PM
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Respectfully submitted,
Jeanette “Jen” Smith
