Thurston Park III Committee
Minutes of February 14, 2017


Meeting convened at 7:18 PM

In Attendance:  
Committee members:  Judy Stone, Sheri Wilkens, Christian Wilkens, Phillip DeMaynadier, Jen Smith

Discussion was held regarding Harold Burnett’s proposal for harvesting wood in the park.  He would like to do this during the summer months once the roads have dried up and are firm.  Usually, harvesting is done in the winter, but he feels that sometimes an early thaw can cause problems and there is no plowing of the Yorktown Road into the park in the winter.  Several members were concerned about the appearance during a busy time of the year, especially near the Chamberlain cellar hole.  We will need to discuss this with Harold Burnett further.  

Harold also noted that he would hand pick a logger for this job.  He felt there was not enough value or a big enough job to put it out to bid.  He felt it would not attract enough bidders.  He felt we would be better served if he selected an appropriate logger.  There was some concern about how this would look to the town, but given the size of the job everyone could see his concerns. 

Sheri Wilkens moved that we recommend to the select board to go forward with this project.  Judy Stone seconded.  It was unanimously agreed. 

The committee also discussed the need for a separate account for Thurston Park monies with the town.  Members felt it should not just be a separate ledger item, but a separate account.  China residents wanted any money coming in from any wood harvesting to be reinvested in the park.  To date, the committee has worked very hard not to use any taxpayer money in the park.  All projects have been carried out with grants and donations of goods and services.  The town did pay for the initial $400 for Harold Burnett’s evaluation and recommendations and the committee decided the town should be reimbursed for this once we have received the money from the harvest.  

Discussion regarding the annual meeting was held.  We will have a table at the meeting.  Christian Wilkens, as outreach coordinator, will work on a tri-fold display to place on the table.  Judy, Jen, or Phil will speak briefly about the park and encourage everyone to check it out.  We will also sell T-shirts.  We will need to order more shirts and it was decided to order some children’s sizes as well.  We will ask the town to front the money for this and reimburse them as they are sold and/or when we receive the harvest money.   

The TIF committee was very supportive of our request for monies to improve access into the park.  They approved the full amount for improvements at both entrances.  This will be presented at the town Annual Meeting in March.  We will need to have someone there to answer questions should they arise.  

Erskine Day of Caring was also discussed.  We will recommend to the select board that they approve the students work in the park.  We will need to identify particular projects for the students if this is approved.  

The signs for both entrances of the park stating the park was closed at dusk and violators would be prosecuted have been made.  We will ask Ron Maxwell, our Sign Project Manager, to install these.  

There was a lengthy discussion regarding publicity for the park.  Several ideas were discussed including snow shoe hikes for tracking, wild flower walks in the spring, coordinating with other groups such as birding groups, etc.  The committee really liked the idea of a photo contest with winners’ photos being made into a calendar.  Photos must be taken in the park.  The committee would be the judges.  We would need to get this advertised quickly so people have the opportunity to take photos in the winter.  We will ask the town to place an ad in the paper regarding the contest.  

Finally, a discussion was held regarding the designation II after Thurston Park Committee.  There was a committee that started much of the work for Thurston Park and when the committee revamped it was designated II.  Members felt that this could cause confusion and when would it need to be designated III!  It was unanimously decided to drop the II and just be the Thurston Park Committee.

The next meeting will be held, Tuesday, March 14th, at 7:00 PM at the town hall.
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM


Respectfully submitted,
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