


Town of China, Maine
Tobacco Free/Tobacco Litter Free Ordinance

Section 1.0	This ordinance shall be known as the “Town of China Tobacco Free/Tobacco Litter Free Ordinance” and will replace all previous tobacco free/tobacco litter free ordinances.

Section 2.0	Purpose
This ordinance is enacted to protect, preserve and promote the health, safety, welfare and quality of life for all people that use the Town of China Recreational Facilities, Parks, Trails, Municipal Facilities and any other town owned properties.  

The Town of China, Maine is dedicated to providing a healthy and productive work environment. As required by law (22 M.R.S.A. § 1580-A), the town provides a smoke-free workplace. The Workplace Smoking Act of 1985 applies to all enclosed areas of business facilities in Maine where employees perform work and for which the employer is responsible. This ordinance also bans tobacco smoking and all other forms of tobacco use in all outdoor areas of the workplace property and all outdoor areas of recreational property of the Town of China, Maine at all times, 365 days per year, 24 hours a day. This ordinance applies to all employees, elected and appointed officials, customers, contractors, and visitors.

Section 3.0 	Findings
“The scientific evidence indicates that there is no risk-free level of exposure to secondhand smoke.” The Health Consequences of Involuntary Exposure to Tobacco Smoke: A Report of the Surgeon General. Atlanta GA: U.S. DHHS CDC Office on Smoking and Health 2006.

Since the use of tobacco products is the single, greatest cause of premature death and disability in the United States and in Maine, this policy exceeds the requirements of Maine State law by banning the use of any and all tobacco products at all times and in all locations of property owned by the Town of China, Maine. The Select Board of the Town of China is dedicated to promoting health and wellness and recognizes that tobacco is an extremely addictive substance. This workplace will provide education on the impact of tobacco use with the purpose of raising awareness of the effects of tobacco use. This workplace will promote the use of all available resources, including the Maine Tobacco Help Line (1-800-207-1230) to assist those tobacco users who wish to cease their use of such products. 

Section 4.0	The Order
The Town of China, Maine orders that the use of any tobacco or vaping product, including but not limited to cigarettes, cigars, vaping devices or non-FDA approved nicotine delivery devices i.e. electronic cigarettes, snuff, dip, and chewing tobacco, and tobacco litter on, in or at the China recreational facilities, parks and trails, more specifically the facilities located between 763 Lakeview Drive, otherwise known as China Primary School and 773 Lakeview Drive, otherwise known as China Middle School, on, in or at Thurston Park, located off from the Yorktown Road, and on, in or at the Town Forest located adjacent to China Primary School, Bradley Island, Town Office facilities at 571 Lakeview Drive, Public Works facilities at 211 Alder Park Road, Transfer Station at 191 Alder Park Road and any other town owned properties, and any municipal vehicle, be prohibited.

Section 5.0 	Enforcement
The local and state police and the county sheriff shall enforce this ordinance.

Section 6.0	Penalties
Civil Penalties: Any person in violation of any provision of this Ordinance shall be subject to a civil penalty and upon adjudication thereof shall be fined in an amount of not less than fifty ($50) dollars nor more than two hundred fifty ($250) dollars for each separate violation.  The municipality may be awarded attorney’s fees and costs incurred in enforcing the Ordinance.

Section 7.0	Severability
If any Ordinance in the Town of China now in effect or any future Ordinance is more stringent than this one, then that Ordinance shall be in force.  

Section 8.0	Effective Date
This ordinance shall become effective upon vote of the legislative body.

Section 9.0	Amendments
This Ordinance may be amended by vote of the legislative body.
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